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Introduction
Caherea National School has had a strong commitment to ICT development. We believe that integrated technology in teaching and learning across the curriculum is a challenge which must be met in Primary Education. We aim to develop skills in our pupils to enable them to live and work in an ever-changing world. We recognise the potential of ICT as a cross-curricular resource at primary level. In line with the general educational philosophies of the school, the mode of instruction will attempt to generate in the children, a sense of fulfillment and enjoyment, while experiencing the benefits of ICT to facilitate creative expression and academic achievement. We are confident that this pedagogic tool, along with continuing ICT infrastructure advancements, will equally enhance the learning opportunities of all the children in an atmosphere of self worth, self belief and self motivation. 

Caherea N.S. aims to be a lifelong learning centre for ICT, serving the educational needs of all students, through creative educational use of present and emerging information and communication technologies. ICT can contribute to universal access to education, equity in education and the delivery of quality learning and teaching.
General Rationale for the use of ICT as an educational tool

· To promote a positive attitude towards technology

· To use digital technology to enhance further learning

· To facilitate cross-curricular learning

· To develop basic ICT skills

· To promote imagination and creativity

· To promote equity and access to education for all pupils

· To develop problem-solving skills

· To motivate children to collect, enter and interpret data

· To encourage children to communicate effectively

· To develop project management and presentational skills

· To develop co-operative skills through participation in ICT projects that demand the pooling of skills and interactive development of ideas and material 

Aims
Digital technologies play a major role in today’s smart society and form a large part of a child's life outside of school. Therefore, it is essential that pupils are provided with the opportunity to use computers regularly for a variety of educational purposes. 
We aim that:
· Pupils should become comfortable and proficient with technology in education.

· The computer/tablet will become an educational tool.

· Pupils will be able to use the internet as an educational resource.

· Pupils will understand that digital technologies are a means to independent learning.
· Pupils will appreciate the value of educational opportunities provided by a skills base in ICT.

· ICT in education will enhance the learning opportunities of all the children, regardless of ability, cultural or social background, in an atmosphere of self worth, self belief and self motivation.
Roles and Responsibilities

Roles of the ICT Coordinator – Maolíosa Quinn
· Check ICT resources and infrastructure on a regular basis.
· Maintain an ICT folder to document matters relating to IT.

· Inform the Board of Management of issues with ICT in the school.

· Make the school staff aware of ICT courses available for professional development.

· Keep up-to-date with Department circulars relating to ICT.
Responsibility of the Staff
· It is the responsibility of all users of ICT equipment to treat the equipment with care and respect. 

· Each staff member is responsible for choosing particular topics and pieces of software for their own class level. 
· General ICT issues are dealt with during staff meetings. 
· Staff can bring school laptops home to view software and should be fully adept with any software package that they introduce to their class. 

· Each class teacher must have their own system with regard to how the interactive whiteboard and class computers are used and managed.

· If any ICT equipment becomes faulty, staff must inform the ICT Coordinator.

· Food and drink should not be present near IT equipment.
ICT Resources and Infrastructure
The ICT resources and infrastructure include:
· 2 Interactive touchscreen panels
· 5 Staff Laptops 

· 10 IPads

· 10 Chromebooks
· 1 Pupil Laptops
· 1 Scanner/Photocopier
· 2 CD Players
· 3 WIFI Access Points

· School Network – managed by the School Broadband Service
· Website Filtering – managed by the School Broadband Service 

· School Website – www.cahereans.ie – powered by wordpress.com
Planning Objectives

Short-Term  
· See Digital Learning Plan

Long-Term

· To provide specific ICT software for pupils with additional needs.

· To set up ICT links with schools nationally and internationally.

· To actively promote community involvement in the educational activities of the school with respect to ICT.

· To advance the ICT profile of the school by continuing to advance the developmental work carried out over the past few years.

· To continue staff development in all areas of ICT.

· To seek out, experiment with, and add to the software and hardware base as required.
· To research and use AI in a way to benefit the educational approach of the school
· To introduce and integrate basic word processing skills into 3rd class.
· To contribute to universal access to education, equity in education and the delivery of quality learning and teaching.
· To teach children how to use technology in a safe and informed manner.
· To challenge pupils problem-solving and critical thinking skills through the use of coding and other activities.
Staff Professional Development
· The school will actively engage with professional development in ICT on a regular basis.
· The ICT Coordinator will regularly check for courses and share such with staff.
· Skills, knowledge and approaches learned at ICT courses will be shared with staff at staff meetings.
· All teachers and SNA’s in this school provide support to each other in learning new skills and acquiring new software through a team-based approach.
ICT for Pupils with Additional Needs
Caherea N.S. is committed to using ICT to aid the inclusive approach to education in the school. For children with additional needs in our school, we will try to identify software that will aid their specific learning needs. This will be done in consultation with the class teacher, special education teacher, special needs assistants and parents. If there is a need for up-skilling in any particular area, the school will seek out such courses. As a school, we will also need to identify software that will challenge exceptionally able learners and give them further opportunities to extend their educational experience through the use of ICT. 
Cyber-Bullying

Cyber-bullying is not tolerated in the school in any instance. Pupils are taught about cyber bullying through the SPHE and the Stay Safe Programme. For more information on the school’s approach to cyber bullying, please refer to the school’s Anti-Bullying Policy
Health and Safety
· The School Broadband Service provide content filtering to help prevent the presence of inappropriate material.

· Unwanted material is deleted immediately and teachers have been asked to immediately inform the ICT Coordinator of such and keep a written record of what was found.

· Children are only allowed access the internet in supervised situations.

· Teachers must check websites to be used with pupils to ensure that they are appropriate prior to the lesson.
· Devices that include camera, video and messaging functions in school will not be allowed.

· Smartphones are not allowed in school and will be retained by the class teacher in any such instance.

· E-mail accounts for the students of this school are given under the control of the class teacher in the form of a class email account. Children are not allowed to have their own e-mail accounts in the school and are not allowed to access their existing ones. 

· Children are taught from an early age that they do not give out any personal details like surnames, addresses, phone numbers etc. 

· All students are given ICT education to inform them how to use computers and the internet responsibly and safely.

· All ICT equipment should be turned off at the end of every school day by the relevant teacher. This is to avoid damage as a result of lightning/electrical fault etc.
· Any faults or damage with ICT equipment should be reported immediately to the ICT Coordinator. Such equipment should not be used until the issue is resolved.
· Food and drink should not be consumed near ICT equipment.
· Further information can be found in our Acceptable Usage Policy located on the school website. 
Maintenance
Maintenance, where possible, will be carried out by school staff and/or parents of the school. If these efforts are not successful, the following companies may be contacted:
· Touchscreen Panels – North Star Computers (Stefano - 087 2297449)
· WIFI Network – Cellnet.ie (Nick – 085 1840775)
· I-Pads – CompuB (1850 668 888; Patricia - 087 8256970) / GreenIT.ie
Budgetary Provision
Purchasing of new equipment will be done by the Board of Management in consultation with the Principal/ICT coordinator. This will be guided by the evaluation of the Digital Learning Plan, budget constraints and Department of Education guidelines. Advice on purchasing will be sought from various areas. Cost comparisons between different agencies will be viewed with special relevance to support services. 

Monitoring the implementation of the policy

The implementation of the policy shall be monitored by the Principal, staff and the Board of Management.
Reviewing and evaluating the policy 
The policy will be reviewed and evaluated after four years. On-going review and evaluation will take cognisance of changing information or guidelines, legislation and feedback from school staff, the school community and others. The policy will be revised as necessary in the light of such review and evaluation and within the framework of school planning
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