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Introduction

This Homework Policy was drawn up following consultation with parents, pupils and staff of Caherea National School. It draws on the advice provided by the Professional Development Service for Teachers and seeks to enable each child to develop his/her potential. Homework encourages pupils to work independently and take responsibility for their learning. 
Aims and Rationale
Homework fosters independence, self-reliance, self-esteem, co-operation and responsibility and life-long learning. It is an essential part of primary education as it reinforces what children learn in school. It provides a link between teacher and parent and encourages parental involvement in their child’s education.

Homework can be a burden for families and a cause of stress. This policy seeks to reduce such impacts. Homework is meant to be achievable by a child working on their own to the best of their ability. It is normally prepared by the teacher in class. It can be used to practice what is done in school and provide opportunities for creativity. 
The aims of this policy are:

· To develop skills and self-discipline that will be of benefit to children in order to enhance learning

· To reinforce work done in class 

· To encourage children to become independent learners 

· To strengthen links and communication between home and school 
How often is homework given?

Homework is usually given every week. 

In the Junior Room, homework is given on Monday for junior and senior infants and is to be returned by Friday. For first and second class, homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and is expected to be completed for the following day. In the Senior Room, homework is given on Monday and is expected to be completed for Friday or on a date specified by the teacher.
On occasion, homework may not be given. This may be in acknowledgement of some special occasion or of particular effort given by a class or pupil. 

Homework Content

Usually, homework contains a balance of activities that reflect the work completed in class. As your child moves through their years in Caherea National School, they should become increasingly independent with their homework. Homework may contain a mixture of the following:

· Reading
· Spellings
· Tables
· Written work
· Maths work
· Pieces to be ‘learned by heart’
· Drawing/colouring
· Collecting information/items
· Project work
· Active work
· Wellbeing activities

· Online activities
In Caherea National School, we are conscious of the many extra-curricular activities that the pupils are involved in. We are also aware of the need for children to play at home and with friends after school. These are vital elements of their education and development. We do not seek to burden children with homework.
Pupils in 5th and 6th class will be given additional written assignments to complete with their transition to secondary school in mind.
Duration of Homework

The following are guidelines for the maximum time spent at homework. Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent will vary from day to day and from the beginning to the end of the school year. It is important to remember that it is the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters. The following are general guidelines:

Infants 
-
A maximum of 20 minutes per night
Rang 1 and 2 
-
A maximum of 30 minutes per night
Rang 3 and 4 
-
A maximum of 40 minutes per night
Rang 5 and 6 
-
A maximum of 50 minutes per night
If your child’s homework is taking longer than the maximum time listed above, please do not continue with the homework and let the class teacher know.
Roles

Pupils should:

· enter homework accurately in homework diary or be able to access it online independently.

· ensure they take home relevant books and copies.

· complete homework assignments to the best of their ability.

· present written work neatly.

Parents/Guardians should:

· encourage a positive attitude towards homework in all subjects from an early age.

· encourage children to work independently as far as possible. Resist over-helping. It is ok if your child makes mistakes.
· encourage children to organise themselves for homework. Have all books and materials to hand. 

· agree a suitable time for doing homework, taking into account their age, the need for playtime, relaxation and family time.

· provide a quiet place, suitable work surface, free from distractions, interruptions and T.V.

· encourage good presentation and neatness within a reasonable time.

· check that the child has all necessary books, homework journal, copies, pencils back in their bag for the next school day.
· communicate difficulties to the teacher if needs be.

Teachers should:
· set and review homework, and commend pupils on their efforts.

· monitor homework to help identify pupils with certain difficulties.
· check homework on a weekly basis. Some items of homework (and class work) may be checked by children themselves or their peers, under the direction of the teacher. This can be a useful part of the learning process for children as it promotes responsibility and self esteem.

What happens when Homework is not done?

Homework is the responsibility of the pupil and parents/guardians to complete. If there is some reason why homework cannot be completed, parents should send a note in with their child. If a regular pattern persists where homework is not being completed, the class teacher will contact the parents to explore reasons for this and devise solutions to help the situation.
Monitoring and Review 

The Principal and staff will monitor this policy regularly. Pupils will also be consulted, and informal observations will take place. Discussions with parents at Parent/Teacher meetings will aid the monitoring of the policy. The policy will be reviewed when deemed necessary by the Principal and Board of Management.

Ratification

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Caherea National School. A copy of the policy will be made available to staff and parents of the school. It will also be available on the school website.

Signed: Cora Kelly


      
Chairperson, Board of Management 

   

Signed: Maolíosa Quinn

      
Principal            
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